Whitewater at
Bluegums, Eildon, [X&HE
Victoria Jan 5 to 12 Sl
2019

Saturday 5" Jani Arrival at Bluegums

Anothergreat turnoutn Jan 201%t Blue Gums, with a wide rangemembers of Adelaide
Canoe Cluland families attendingdnce again the trip was led ldyayne Hooper and Libby
RobertsonScott Polley and Bruce Enting and families also attena@darily to conduct novice
training

This year was run more as Peer paddles with Wayn&ewitl concentrating on trainin@ther
Club members attending we@harlie and Marina Walke€Chris HofmeyerRoband Bron
Bowen,Will Polley, Leigh Richardson, Simon and Anne LangdfandMark Loram. And for

the first time, KimWooning drove all the way over witterc ut e d o gaftefi f&ariogralin 0
the good stories about previous Blue Gums trips.

Thisyear 6s novices where Kim Wooning, Wayne and
membersalsoJulieMo r o ndayglitesRhiannona n d S ¢ o tybunderohildree.y 6 s

Blue Gums campsite looked a bit quieter this year, probably due to tharlatat.

Plenty of room in the campground!

| arrived about 3pm just as the rain was starting to clear on Saturday after drapgengf with
relatives in MelbourneSetuptent incampsite T20, nice and close to the rivequickly reserved
for next year) then wandered down to ttessroom.


http://adelaide.canoe.org.au/

Mark's Palace at Campsite N20

Marina, Anne and Charlie around the Pumpkins

Simon andAnne,Leigh, Chris, Wayne and Libby and Charlie and Mawsaealready orthe
water practicing their manoeuvrddiver much highethis yearat around 2.3mwith the top of
second pumpkionriver rightonly just abovehe water.

Wayne and Libbyds
watching the on water activities in
preparation for their training session.
Found out everyone wémoked into

the Thornton Pub for dinner so no need
to cook dinner for the first night.

Wayne with his novice team

Sunday 6" Jani Refresher Training

Slept well with the soothing sound of running water in the Goulburn River. Campground a little
quieter than previous yeansth most of the New Year revelers already returned to Melbourne.
Woke up to plenty of de wMaostofus datkeret i the classfoane r
section of the river for a refresher paddle with plenty of ferry gliding, and practice around the
pumpkinsWe soon @covered that surfing the wageming over the second pumpkin was a bit
challenging with a tendency to be pushed right or left if you got the approach wrong.

A few of us practicdrolingupstream from the pumpkins but
creamheadachestartedwhich put a stop to the fun!
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Sat



We paddled upstream the small rapid to

*warm up and some surfing
long before Chris was distracted checking

out the banks for ripe blackberries

concluded we were probably about a week

early!

The Polleyds and Entingos
day and set up camp on the river bank and
prepared for their novice training sessions.

Charlie mastering the second pumpkin

Monday 7" Jani Novice Training
Warmer overnight and no more sign of rain. Main activities for the day were the novices
completing their downstream swims from the Classroom to above the BoatMastly younger
novices this time so Wayne and Scott decided to avoid the Blucgy Kim! The focusvas
getting the novice paddlers through their river salteigf from Wayne and Scott before the
downriverswim. The exercise requires novices to swim out to-striéam just above the
pumpkins until clear of the downstream pumpkins and rocks, then float on their backs facing
downstream with feet well clear of river bottom. This exercise is aimed at enswairadl th
novices are comfortable in the cold (freezing) water and can make their watplhelbank
further downstreamAll novices performederywell other than a few complaints about the cold
water.| think that after the second switmet
water temperate was becoming more
tolerable and they were enjoying the
downstream float.

Second attempt was to swim out midstream
and meet up as a group of & and float

Kim making her way to mistream above the pumpkins

downstream one behind the other.

Kim, Julie andtannonrafting the Goulburn

In the afternoon Leigh led a group comprising
Charlie, MarinaBruce, Julie RhiannonWill, Simon, and Mark for gpaddle from the Dam Wall



andthrought h e ¢ Satripboenmalty used to get theovice paddles accustomed to river
conditions prior to tackling Big RiveKim saw us off at the pondageall.

Settlng of Was a b|t more challenglng thls tinseree small island f the Putin was totally
% S flooded ® we grouped up just belotive Put

In. We played around the 0
cutting in and out of the eddWith the fast
flowingriver,i t wasno6t | ong befor

back at the ClassrooVas good to see Bruce
Enting back on the water and enjoying the
paddle While away, he remainder continued
on with novice training for thafternoon.

Setting offrom Pondage Wall

We had time after the Dam wall paddle for sorg
Sump time so LeigiSimon,Mark and Charlie &
headed downstreariMuch harder to get on frongss
wave with greater river flow and higher water. - e
few capsizes with Si e = B e
colliding and Simon offecond best. ™ LS e =

Leigh playing in the Soup
Finished of the day with a gathering in the Camp
Kitchen for dinner and a chat.

Tuesday 8" Jani Novice Training and Sumpfor others

Rob and Bron arrived froil8heppartorand wandered down to the classroom ready for action!
Scott and Wayne assisted by Anne and Chris continued with their training sessions for the
younger paddlers. Great to see the enthusiasm and how qiieklpitk up the techniquésyou
can see their edidence building.

As Kim wasnodét feeling well with a cold coming
water and would return to Adelaide on Wednesday to recover. Managed to get 3 days booking for
next year as a refund for early departure.

The afternoon was Sump for Simon, Leigh,
Mark and Charlie

Simonheading for the Sump wave

Are you under there Simon?



During the afternoon one of the slalom ropes had become entangled in the shrubbery off river left
and caused havoc for Simon whiehewasauttofthimpt i ng t @
kayak and getting dragged towards the willows in river left top eddy. With the higher water level

and fast fl ow this ar ea.Snodeventualenmbhagea toklgar thhee c 0 me
rope by cutting and then recover his &lyand himself with the help of Leigh.

I managed to survive navigating the Sump this time and had some good ferry glides to and from
river left as well as cutting in and out of the fast flowing rivg@retty happyEventually the
sump got the better oferbut my roll worked well.

Will nicely positiomg for Sump Wave

Day finished with gathering at Camp Kitchen for dinner and setting up cars and Charlie and
Marinadés Trailer for Big River paddle in the n

Wednesday9" Jani Big River

The novice training continued whi@harlie, Marina, Bruce, Julie, Chris, Rob, Leigh, Will,
Simon, Anne and Markeaded of for another Big River adventure. We diacsafety meeting
after dinner and Leigh volunteered to lead the trip while Wayne andc®cdithued withthe
training.



The plan vas to paddle from the
rapids down to the Big River Bridge
then possibly further depending on
river condition. On reaching the
bridge we checked the gauge and not
looking goal, even for SA paddlers
with the level belas 0.4m.

Big River Bridge Gauge

We continued on to check out the
Rapids before making a final decision. Wasnoét
the call not to paddle this time.

Looking at the rapids downstream [ ad SedladiEhipoimtbank has since collapsed

Jumped in cars for trip back to Blue Gums, all feeling a bit disappointed but discussing plan B to
paddle from Blue Gums to Thorntdanded up being an enjoyable trip, starting with the
excitement of bombing down through the rapids. Leigh made sure we were all aware of the
hazards during the trip and was a good opportunity to admire the countryside down to Thornton.



Lunchtime stop Julie and Bruce Enting

Wayne and Libby had picked up trout orders at Eildon Trout Farm while the Falheyy
caught theirs at the farrAll enjoyed dinner dining on trout, either psenoked or cooked on
BBQ hotpl ate. Finished of the evening with

Towards end of the eveniMjayneproposed a toast ave Mausolf. This was celebrated with
his favourite kayaking trip drink iGreen Ginger

wineo. Apparently Dave had introduced Tracy to the

delights of Green Ginger wine @previoustrip and

she also took a liking tthewine’i particularly on

cold trips.

Anne's remaining Scottish Black Bun looked like 1

Toast to Dave Mausolf with Green Ginger wine

Thursday 10" Jan’i Early Departures

Departure day for somieSimon, Anne, Leigh and the Entings and 8allalong with most of
Wayne and Li bby.8isofaslow monnde kit by %30amICiiarlie, Marina, Rob

and Mark joined Wayne for some river reading exercise with upstream navigating and paddling.

As we found out, no easy feat with the strdrand increasing flowChris judged our

performance from #hbank and Libby did a few drills upstream of the Pumpkins. Very pleasant,
partly cloudy and river still at same height and just as pusitgr a couple ohours,we

completed the sessions with a visit to all the Pumpkiagew totally underwater nowlang

with a bit more surfing, particularly around the ladder.
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