
Explorers: Briefing notes — Swan Alley Creek

Estimated distance: 3.3 nm/6 km

Estimated time: Two hours
In the late 1800s embankments were built around the Barker Inlet 
area to ‘reclaim’ land for agriculture. A long one was built southwards 
from St Kilda to Swan Alley Creek, then eastwards. At the time it 
marked the eastern boundary of the mangroves. After storms, it was 
abandoned in the 1920s. The mangroves have continued expanding 
eastwards.

Much of the embankment is still visible, and the straight channel is 
navigable from Swan Alley Creek to Garnetts Creek. Another section 
between Barque Creek and the creek to its north is also navigable.

Swan Alley can be paddled to where the power lines cross (and beyond 
if you have the tide right). Shooting Creek meanders off the the 
northeast and there is another creek to the south of the main creek.

We launch from the Garden Island ramp. To reach Swan Alley Creek 
we will paddle on a compass bearing from a spot around the southern 
end of Torrens Island. We won’t recognise the entrance to the creek 
until we are relatively close. To make sure we are in the right creek, 
we’ll fix our position by taking compass bearings and plotting them on 
the map. We’ll then go as far as the junction with the embankment.

If you have an orienteering compass, please bring it. You can download 
a tutorial on compass use, Navigating Barker Inlet: some examples, 
from the OEASA website: <www.oeasa.on.net/resources.html>. (It 
was written for trainee Instructors so you may need a bit of help with 
it.) There are lots of other good resources online and in print.

Questions
What is magnetic variation?

What is seagrass?

How many different sea birds did you see?
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