
Explorers: Briefing notes — Pinnipeds

Estimated distance: 3.8 nm/7 km

Estimated time: Two hours
The northern breakwater at Outer Harbor and the sandbank to its 
north are breeding grounds for seabirds: pelicans, cormorants, terns 
and silver gulls.

In recent years the seaward end has become a haulout for Australian 
sealions (Neophoca cinerea) and Long-nosed fur seals (Arctocephalus 
forsteri). The marine mammal rules require that we keep our distance, 
but these animals are now used to vessels passing close, so if we are 
careful and quiet we should be able to see them clearly.

With calm conditions we may go out to one of the entrance channel 
beacons.

If we have time, we’ll have a look at the pilot vessels Norman Carr, 
Gillespie, Alert and Reliance. Alert and Reliance are both new and are 
named for vessels on which Matthew Flinders once sailed.

As we will be in a working seaport we will need to be aware of and keep 
clear of shipping traffic. To know what ships are expected to arrive 
and depart we check the Flinders Ports movements page: <portmis.
flindersports.com.au>.

Commercial ships carry a system known as Automatic Identification 
System (AIS) which transmits the ship’s details, postion, heading and 
speed. You can see where ships are almost anywhere in the world at 
the Marinetraffic.com site: <www.marinetraffic.com>. There’s an app 
for smartphones, so we can keep track on the water.

You may get to see tugs at work.

We will be reporting to the signal station, Adelaide Outer Harbor, on 
marine VHF Channel 12 so that they are aware of our presence.

The Outer Harbor webcam is at <www.dptiapps.com.au/data/outer/
index.htm>, so you can see conditions and comings and goings.
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We launch from the Outer Harbor boat ramp. Note that parking is 
limited and there are no facilities.

Questions
If there are ships in port, note their names and look them up on 

Marinetraffic.com.

What are the  and  symbols about? There are several sets.

What do the  symbols indicate?
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