
Explorers: Briefing notes — The Inner Harbour

Estimated distance: 3.1 nm/5.7 km

Estimated time: Two hours
The original Port Adelaide was at the end of Old Port Road, in what is 
now West Lakes. In the 1830s it was known as ‘Port Misery’. The new 
port, now the Inner Harbour, was opened in 1841, and Outer Harbor 
in 1901.*

Port Adelaide was busy until container ships took over from older 
vessels: Adelaide’s container berths are at Outer Harbor.

The Inner Harbour is now used by cruise vessels — Port Princess and 
Dolphin Explorer — and visiting yachts and tall ships. The heritage 
fleet is also there: Archie Badenoch, Yelta, Failie, One and All, and 
City of Adelaide.

Not far downstream from the Expressway and railway bridges is the 
berth for the tug fleet in No 2 Dock. Farther downstream are bulk 
grain and petroleum berths and the berth for the cement works.

There are heritage buildings as well, one being Hart’s Mill, now with a 
recreational area around it. Nearby is the ramp once used by the roll-
on roll-off ferries to Kangaroo Island and Port Lincoln, the Troubridge 
and Island Seaway.

In the southwestern area near the railway bridge is a glimpse of 
what the Port River was once like: a few mangroves. On the mudflats 
are the remains of several vessels. For details of them, download 
information sheets from: <www.environment.sa.gov.au/our-places/
Heritage/Visiting_heritage_places/Ships_graveyards/Locations/
Port_Adelaide>.

There’s an overvidew of the history available from <ourport.com.au>. 
(Page 21 is a superb oblique aerial photo of the area.)
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We launch from Cruickshank’s Beach, just north of the 
Birkenhead Tavern. There is parking but no facilities.
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Questions
What are the histories of the heritage vessels?

What are the  and  symbols about? Hint: They’re all in line.

What do the  symbols indicate?* Yes, the spellings are different.
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